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Germany Township Supervisors Minutes 

December 12, 2022, Regular Meeting 

The Supervisors met for their regular meeting at 6:30 p.m. at the Township Office 136 Ulricktown 

Road. The meeting was called to order by Chairman Elwood Albin. Vice-Chairman Wes 

McDaniel, and Supervisor Jack Ketterman were also present. Staff Members present were Melissa 

Zirkle, Secretary/Treasurer; Char Albin, Assistant Secretary; Dave Lawrence, Special Project 

Coordinator/Planning Liaison; Tim Waltz, Roadmaster; and David James, Solicitor. 

Guests present were Julia Hammerbacker, John Lupp, Bill Ridinger, and John McAlister. 

Vice-Chairman McDaniel made a motion to approve Resolution 2023-01, 2023 Budget. Chairman 

Albin seconded the motion. Chairman Albin and Vice-Chairman voted yes. Supervisor Ketterman 

did not respond. Chairman Albin asked why Supervisor Ketterman did not vote. Supervisor 

Ketterman said he will accept the budget. He just wants the Roadmaster to use his best judgment 

with the road wages. No further comment. The motion passed unanimously. 

Vice-Chairman McDaniel made a motion to approve Resolution 2023-02, Real Estate Tax Rate. 

Supervisor Ketterman seconded the motion. No further comment. The motion passed 

unanimously. 

Supervisor Ketterman made a motion to approve the minutes from the November 14, 2022, regular 

meeting. Vice-Chairman McDaniel seconded the motion. No discussion. The motion passed 

unanimously. 

Supervisor Ketterman made a motion to approve the minutes from the December 7, 2022, 

workshop meeting. Chairman Albin seconded the motion. Chairman Albin asked Solicitor James 

what the purpose of workshop meetings is. Solicitor James said the purpose of workshop meetings 

is to hash out details of issues prior to the regular meeting. He added that workshops can be 

canceled if there are no issues that need discussed or if there is no new development in the 

township. With no further discussion, the motion passed unanimously. 

Public Comment  

 

Mr. John Lupp of Kensington Drive asked if there is a tax increase for 2023. Chairman Albin 

informed him that there is no fire tax increase, however, the township intends to increase their 

contribution to the local fire company. Mr. Lupp also asked if burning is allowed in the township. 

Chairman Albin stated that bare wood is OK to be burned but everyday trash, painted wood, etc. 

should not be burned.  

 

Planning Commission  

 

The Planning Commission in December was cancelled. A meeting will be held in January 2023. 

Project Coordinator 

Mr. Lawrence reported that the planning for the Feeser Rd Bridge project will continue after the 

holidays. 
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Road Master 

Roadmaster Waltz reported the potholes on Bittle Rd. have been repaired. Christmas trees can be 

dropped off at the township building until January 7, 2023. Snow equipment is ready for the winter 

season. Chairman Albin asked Roadmaster Waltz to have Neal Krichten come in to be shown a 

route in preparation for the upcoming winter weather later in the week. 

 

Correspondence 

 

A notice from FirstEnergy Corporation was reviewed. The notice referred to a Public Engagement 

Program for a proposed major utility facility in the area. 

 

A notice from Adams County Commissioners regarding an allocation of ARPA funds to local 

municipalities was reviewed. The township will be receiving $15,960.85 from Adams County. 

These funds can be put directly into the general fund. 

 

 Administrative Actions  

 

A request for extension from CLSI regarding Gerrick Overlook was reviewed. The letter was 

requesting a six-month extension. A motion was made by Vice-Chairman McDaniel to accept the 

extension letter from CLSI, with a second by Supervisor Ketterman. With no further discussion 

the motion passed unanimously. 

 

The agreement that Solicitor James had drafted between the township, the residents of 200 

Kingsdale Rd, and Bon Ton Builders was presented by Project Manager Lawrence. The township 

is still waiting to hear back from the residents as well as Bon Ton Builders. Chairman Albin made 

a motion to execute the driveway agreement with 200 Kingsdale Rd. as soon as the owners 

complete their part of the agreement. Vice-Chairman McDaniel seconded the motion. The motion 

passed unanimously.  

  

Old Business  

 

Solicitor James informed the Board that Solicitor Susan Smith, solicitor for Union Township, has 

drafted a final report for the Mayberry at Mason Dixon boundary change. The boundary change 

will be effective January 1, 2023. Vice-Chairman McDaniel made a motion to authorize Chairman 

Albin to sign and execute the final report for annexation of the Germany Township property. 

Supervisor Ketterman seconded the motion. No further discussion. The motion passed 

unanimously. 

 

New Business  

Project Coordinator Dave Lawrence presented the proposal to purchase new equipment in 2023. 

To purchase the new backhoe, the loader and John Deere 570B could either be traded in or put up 

for bid through Municibid. To also replace the 2003 F550 with the new F650, the F550 should be 

put up for bid through Municibid. Mr. Bill Ridinger asked how the road crew would clear gutters 

with the change in equipment. Roadmaster Waltz said the township does not currently clear 

gutters. Chairman Albin added that the grader currently does not run well and recently needed new 
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batteries. Roadmaster Waltz reminded the Board that the F650 can be ordered but if the township 

changes its mind, the truck can be refused. Vice-Chairman McDaniel asked if the new backhoe 

could be purchased now and then post the equipment on Municibid. The expected turn around time 

to have the new backhoe is two weeks. Roadmaster Waltz suggested the loader be put on 

Municibid to see how much it could be sold for before the backhoe is gotten. Mr. John McAllister 

suggested the possibility of trying to get a demo of the backhoe before purchasing it to be sure it 

is the right equipment for the township. Following the discussion, Supervisor Ketterman made a 

motion to sign the sales agreement for the purchase of the F650 with the option to rescind the 

agreement should the township decide to do so. Chairman Albin seconded the motion. Chairman 

Albin and Supervisor Ketterman voted yes. Vice-Chairman McDaniel voted no. Motion was 

approved. 

Chairman Albin made a motion to put the front-end loader, the grader, the V-plow, and the angle 

plow up for bid on Municibid. Vice-Chairman McDaniel seconded the motion. The motion passed 

unanimously. The starting bid for the front-end loader is to be $48,000 and $25,000 for the grader. 

The rental agreement for the township tax collector was reviewed by the Board. Solicitor James 

suggested that an addition be made to the agreement requiring a minimum $1.0 million liability 

insurance. Chairman Albin made a motion, seconded by Supervisor Ketterman to present the 

agreement to the tax collector. Chairman Albin and Supervisor Ketterman voted yes. Vice-

Chairman McDaniel voted no. He indicated that he has never been in favor of having the tax 

collector in the township office. 

The lawn care proposal from Nate Trone was reviewed. The cost will be approximately $480 for 

two treatments. The cost to treat the baseball field will be approximately $3175.  

The CD at People’s Bank will mature on December 26, 2022. The CD will be cashed in and 

deposited into the general fund. CD rates, money market account rates, and checking account rates 

were presented to the Board for their reference when deciding where to open a separate account 

for the ARPA (American Rescue Plan Act) funds. 

The proposal from SEK was reviewed by the Board. Vice-Chairman McDaniel made a motion to 

engage with SEK for a one-year audit at the cost of $10,500. Chairman Albin seconded the motion. 

Supervisor Ketterman suggested that the three-year commitment is the better deal. Vice-Chairman 

McDaniel said the one-year commitment is best since they are only looking for an audit this year 

due to the former secretary leaving. Mr. Bill Ridinger asked if the elected auditors are no longer 

being used. Chairman Albin told him that due to the staff changes a professional audit would be 

best for this year. Chairman Albin and Vice-Chairman McDaniel voted yes. Supervisor Ketterman 

voted no to the motion. 

2023 meeting dates were reviewed by the Board. Vice-Chairman McDaniel made a motion, 

seconded by Supervisor Ketterman to approve the meeting dates for 2023. Motion passed 

unanimously. 

2023 holidays were presented to the Board. The list of holidays presented added Good Friday and 

a Christmas holiday to coincide with the holidays the county observes. Vice-Chairman McDaniel 

made a motion to approve the list of holidays as presented. Supervisor Ketterman seconded the 

motion. The motion passed unanimously. 
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The Adams County Planning Commission Broadband Survey is currently available on the Adams 

County website and at the township office. There is a survey for residences, one for businesses, 

and a Spanish version. Supervisor Ketterman reported that these surveys have also been mailed to 

residences and encouraged everyone to complete the surveys. 

The need for code enforcement was tabled until the next workshop meeting per Supervisor 

Ketterman’s suggestion. 

Payment of Bills 

Supervisor Ketterman made a motion to pay the bills for the month. Vice-Chairman McDaniel 

seconded the motion. The motion passed unanimously. 

There being no further business Vice-Chairman McDaniel made a motion to adjourn the meeting 

at 7:54 p.m. Supervisor Ketterman seconded the motion. The motion passed unanimously. 

   

 

_______________________________    _________________________________ 

Elwood Albin, Chairman    Melissa K. Zirkle, Secretary/Treasurer 

 


